STEP-BY-STEP
RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT GENDER EQUALITY
Based on: Luc's campaign on preventing girls' school dropouts, unwanted pregnancies and marriages
What is it: A campaign with multiple activities, like training and debates on children rights with parents
and adolescents to spread the awareness of children’s rights. The common behavioural problems of
children and the causes of forced school dropout and early unwanted marriage and pregnancies are
also discussed in the debate.
How does it help: Girls in Luc's community often find themselves victims of unwanted pregnancies,
marriage and are being forced to dropout from school. Once they dropout from schools, they will
probably work as prostitutes. These girls often find no support from their parents, which makes their
life hard in social and economical perspectives. Many young girls and parents are not aware of the
rights of the girls. A campaign is a useful tool to get parents and girls aware and educated on this topic.

Prepare
There are a few things you need to have before you can start your campaign.
First you need to do some research: what are the reasons that children are forced
to get married under 18 in your community? Is it a cultural, religious or economic
phenomenon? Is it for something else? Gather information about the issues in your
community.
Second: Based on this research you can create the message that you want to
spread. For example if parents marry off their daughters because of economic
reasons, you can make a message about how child marriages are a cause of
poverty, since this way girls can’t finish school.
Third: Who will be your target group? Think about which people can contribute to
solving the problem. For example Luc targeted young girls, parents, village leaders
and teachers.
Third: Now you have the information and the message, you can come up with
ways to raise awareness. You can do this by doing multiple activities. Luc for
example raised awareness by going to households and schools, provided a
children's rights and sexual reproductive health training and organized debates.
Also set a goal: how many parents and/or girls do you want to reach with your
message?

Campaign Time
You don’t have to do the campaign by yourself. Look for people or organizations
around you that can help you. Luc also got help from other boys from the youth
refugee network. Get started on your campaign, do the activities you planned. Keep
in mind that this is a very personal issue and that it can be hard for adults to listen to
you. Keep going! For every person you reach, you can literally change their life!

Go Time!
Keep in mind the goals you set for your campaign and when you are finished, check
if you have reached them and think about what you can do better next time. Good
luck! Also, do not forget to celebrate when you have made change!

How can you do this?
Keep in mind: this is just an example! You can adjust it to your own circumstances and with your own ideas. Take for
example Sherneil's campaign to promote girls in sports, who used an online (social media) campaign to raise
awareness on her topic. Find her project on our website!
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